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Q1.B (-2) As mentioned in the lecture materials and the note in the assignment, SPSS only calculates inferential Std Deviation and inferential Variance for the general population. To calculate true Variance and true Standard Deviation (for the sample), manual calculation is requied to adjust the SPSS output: Inferential Variance x [(N-1)/N] = Descriptive Variance. Descriptive SD = sqrt(Descriptive Variance) HighTemp: Descriptive variance = 30.185 x (29/30) = 29.18; Descriptive SD = 5.40 Low Temp: Descriptive variance = 18.489 x (29/30) = 17.87; Descriptive SD = 4.23 Q1.C (-.5) The SPSS assignments require that all supporting tables be pasted directly into the assignment Word document. Please review General Guidelines under the “Assignment Guides” module. I would also recommend a more descriptive title for your charts/graphs moving forward. Within SPSS this can be accomplished by double clicking into the chart, then click on the title (chart or axis title) that you want to edit. Q2.C Good, but a bar graph would be better. Line graphs are typically used to show progression across time or some other continuous variable. For categorical variables, like County, a line graph is a bit misleading because it implies there is data observation possible “in between” counties. Bar graph shows the value for each category without assuming a data value “in between” points. No points deducted off your assignment though for this graph choice. Q3.B (-1) You described only the sample population and mis-described a portion of the sample population characteristics as the target population. Sample population is the group recruited into participating in the study, while the target population is the general population upon which the research study is attempting to make an inference. Sample: 2832 persons aged 65 to 94 years recruited from the community Target population: All individuals aged 65 and older (living independently) Q3.C The main purpose of the study, is whether the interventions (any of them) impact cognitive functioning. Be careful with wording focusing on the differences between the different types of interventions as opposed to their impact on the condition being measured from it’s baseline. No points deducted, but review the difference between the wording below and the answers you provided. Research Question: Do the three cognitive training interventions improve mental abilities and daily functioning in older, independent-living adults? Null hypothesis: The three cognitive training interventions do not improve mental abilities and daily functioning in older, independent-living adults. (-3.5 total. 36.5/40) You did a good job, keep up the nice work!














Discussion Feedback

	M1 Discussion

	Criteria
	Ratings
	Pts

	Sample
Instructor Comments
missing sample size
	1 pts
Full Marks
Clear number of participants and critical participant characteristics (e.g. monolingual adults speaking Spanish, parent-child dyads)
0.5 pts
Partial
Missing number of participants or critical participant characteristics
0 pts
Component missing
	0.5 / 1 pts

	Population
	1 pts
Full Marks
Describe a population much larger than the sample, with study-specific characteristics (e.g. monolingual speakers of English, children who read with parents)
0.5 pts
Partial
Describe a group that is not related to the sample or not likely the population the researchers have in mind for the research questions
0 pts
Component missing
	1 / 1 pts

	Representativeness
Instructor Comments
This is not what the question is asking for. You should consider the characteristics of the sample and the sample size to determine whether this is the good sample to represent the target population.
	1 pts
Full Marks
A clear answer (yes, no, partly) and a logical rationale
0.5 pts
Partial
Missing the answer or the rationale doesn't make sense
0 pts
Component missing
	0.5 / 1 pts

	Descriptive Stats
Instructor Comments
You were supposed to report the "actual statistics".
	2 pts
Full Marks
From the same study as the sample described; report stats as in the article (APA format not necessary); including at least some stats that are descriptive in nature
1 pts
Partial
Not from the same study as the sample described but clearly and correctly descriptive stats; or from the same study as the sample described but does not contain any descriptive states
0 pts
Component missing
	1 / 2 pts

	Rationale for descriptive stats
	2 pts
Full Marks
Answer includes the fact that the stats refer to the behavior or characteristics of the participants in the sample only
1 pts
Partial
The attempted rationale is not clear or logical
0 pts
Component missing
	2 / 2 pts

	Info from descriptive stats
Instructor Comments
You didn't report descriptive stats so you couldn't really explain them.
	2 pts
Full Marks
Correctly explain the stats and do not use any wording that indicates inferential statistics (e.g. significantly higher). Comparing the means in numeric terms is OK (e.g. condition A has a higher mean than condition B)
1 pts
Partial
Correctly explain the stats but wording suggests inferences
0 pts
Component missing
	1 / 2 pts

	Inferential stats
Instructor Comments
It's true that a t test would be inferential but you didn't report the actual stats.
	2 pts
Full Marks
From the same study as the sample described; reporting stats as in article; at least containing some inferential stats
1 pts
Partial
Not from the same study as the sample described but clearly reporting stats containing inferential; or from the same study but reporting incorrect stats or not containing any inferential results
0 pts
Component missing
	1 / 2 pts

	Rationale for inferential stats
	2 pts
Full Marks
Mention population in the rationale and it is logical
1 pts
Partial
Does not mention population or rationale is not logical
0 pts
Component missing
	2 / 2 pts

	Info from inferential stats
Instructor Comments
Since you didn't report actual stats, you couldn't explain them.
	2 pts
Full Marks
Either correctly reporting the hypothesis test result (e.g. reject the null hypothesis) or correctly answering the research question based on the result
1 pts
Partial
The answer is inferential in nature but does not match the reported stats or the answer is related but focused only on the sample
0 pts
Component missing
	1 / 2 pts

	Include bullet points
	0 pts
Deduction
At final calculation, deduct 2 if bullet points or other itemizing methods are not used
0 pts
No deduction
Use bullet points or other itemizing methods to separate the components
	-- / 0 pts

	Comment: Differences
	2.5 pts
Full Marks
Discuss at least one difference clearly
1.5 pts
Partial
Discussion of difference is not clear
0 pts
Component missing
	2.5 / 2.5 pts

	Comment: Insight
Instructor Comments
We don't say whether a study is inferential or descriptive. Usually the data analysis would show both descriptive and inferential statistics in the same study.
	2.5 pts
Full Marks
Discuss at least one insight clearly
1.5 pts
Partial
Discussion is unclear or the insight is not something new to the student
0 pts
Component missing
	2.5 / 2.5 pts

	Total Points: 15



